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whither go SUah pilgrims every day in scores. Hence
carriages are easily to be got, with relays of beasts on the
way, and a start in the late afternoon will bring the traveller
f to Babylon in time for breakfast next day.
- These conveyances are rude wagonettes, provided with
springs in plenty, and drawn by four mules or horses
harnessed abreast. The seats provided are merely hard
wooden slats, narrow and uncomfortable, and the European
- is not advised to make use of them. A long cord passed
from side to side across the carriage, so as to make a sort of
hammock on which a camp mattress may be placed, is far
preferable, and enables one to 'lie at ease all the night
through. Whether one will get much sleep is questionable.
^The road is a mere unmet ailed track, and the horses go at a
brisk hand-gallop, taking all irregularities as they come;
so that the carriage is apt to play " cup and ball " with its
contents all the way. However, a halt from 10 P.M. to
2 A.M. affords a welcome respite.
Still if the European cannot sleep, the native is of a
superior type.   Our assistant driver passed most of the
journey rolled up in a ball under the feet of his superior on
*" the box.   There, though apparently in momentary danger
of tumbling off under the wheels, he snored without interrup-
tion, under conditions that might have kept the Fat Boy
wakeful and alert, never stirring save at the halts, and
. perhaps not being really roused even then.   It is certain
that he got off, took the collars from one set of animals and
put them on to the next; but the act seemed absolutely
mechanical and somnambulistic, and when it was accom-
plished he rolled into his place again and snored once
more.
With the dawn we were making our way through a gap in
that great wall that so struck the imagination of Herodotus,
and which still runs like an abandoned railway embankment
across the level plain. One must question, however,
whether the great structure was really {as the " Father of
History " tells us) built of burnt brick throughout, "laid
in bitumen, and bonded with reeds at every thirty courses/'
Faced with that material it probably was; but it certainly